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214 CHIEF LOCKS AT USSR
by

Allen Valsh Dulles
Director of Central Intelligence

Thess who direct guy foreign and defenns policies have a double
problema. Thay need to know the fncts and then they must decide what
to do sbout them. In the Central htelligence Agency it is our job to
try to find out the facts and them to get the facts, and their sigaificance,
to those who are respossible for policy, namely, the Prasident, the
Secretaries of Stute and Defense and their advisers.

Until the Comununints built a kind of Chinese Wall, which we
generally call the Iron Curtain, around their domains, it was not so
difficalt to get & reasonadle idea as to the facts in a givea situation.
Today & vast area of %o globe -- the entire Soviet and Satellite orbit,
including Communist China, is to smme extent a “no man's land* of
keowledge. The Comrsunists deliberately plan it so. They want to
keep us in ignorance of what they propose to do and of the means at
their disposal to carry out their plans.

Meanwhile, we in the freec world work out our policies with the

light of publicity on what we ave doiag. Many of our major plans in
the internationsl field reguire advence approval by the Congress either
in the form of ratifiod treaties or in the forss of appropriations bills
to finance our military estsblishment or our forsign aid programs.
In our frae socioty publie debate is more of less inevitable. Certainly
I would not suggest that we should chasge this even though it puts ae at
some disadvantage in dsaling with an antagonist who plays the game by
different rules.

Sometimes, bowsvar, in the fisld of technical military developments
we tell the world, aand heace the Conununists, more than we need to.
Thin seems to accord with our national temperament. We like to share
with others the satisfaction of our own accomplishments. Personally,

1 should liks to see us keep any potential enemies guessing about some
of our technical accomplishmants for here is a field where it does not
pay to advertise.
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One of the main tapky of the Central Intelligence Agency is to
get st the facts sbout the Soviet orbit -- the name we genorally use
to cover the Compumist domingted aren that extends from the Elbe
River in the heart of Germany to the Yellow Sea and deep into
Indoching in the Far "itﬁ

1do not propose to disclose where in this quest for knowledge we
ars haviag suctassas. To do 5o would merely help the Soviet to close
off sxisting sources of informatics. Icsa say, however, that the
results of our work have lod s te balieve that we, in the USA, in
our attitede toward the Soviet Unien fall into two general categories.
Some of us seem to think that the Russians are supermen who could
sasily carry their conquest whers they will. Then at the other extreme
thors are thoss who over-dis¢ount the achievemants of the Russians
and consider that they have second-¢lase brains.

The truth falls bhetxveen thase two extremaes.

The Soviet Union kas ite -trenu and strains like other countries
and even their complete control of their press and rigid censorship
caanot hide this. Also, from time to time, their problams reach such
dimansions that they cannot cover them up.

For snample, the foviat leaders have admitted qnita frankly the
serious nature of their agricultursl difficulties.

The USSR is not richly endowad with agricultural rescurces. The
iand area whers both climate and soil ave favorable for {farming is small
reolative to the mtion, anéd moast of it is in use. Hescs, expansion
of cutput requires intepsive cultivation. The collective farm system
has fallad to achisve this. Their intemse affort to bring Siberian waste
hwhm;'&aphwmywﬁyrﬁnwhtndiomdmamdin any
avent will be very costly.

Alse, in pursuit of industriallsation, Soviet sconomic policy has
starved agriculture of capital and drained it of labor. Om the Soviet
farmas today a large percentage of the work is dene by women. Many
of the werkers ars old men, war cripples and children. Faw boys over
16 ars sesa on the farss.
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On the industrial side, the Boviet Union has devoted so large 3
share of ite gross nstional productica to military items snd heavy
industry that their peopls have been starved of consumer goods.
Jislenkov tried to shift the emphasis a bit and produce moere consumer
goods whils at the samé time keeping military output at substantially
the ssms level as in the past. In this he falled and the Soviet Union
seems aow to be returning to the Stalinist susterity which will mean
that the unhappy people of Russie will not get a break as far as their
living standards are conrcerned.

A third grest problom which (aces the USSR is in the Satellite
sreas. Thelr sver changing puppét administrations in Poland,
Csschoslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria nnd Rumania have proved sigaal
failares. Thay have neither gatisfiad fheir own people 2or made the
axpected contribution to the industriasl, agricultural sad military
strength of the Sovist Ninc. Today, the Satellite peoples ars more
dissntisfied with their fate than when they were taken over after 1945.

Thess ars some of the problems which the Soviet Union {aces today.

On the other sids ¢f the ledger we must admit that in some areas
they bave made formidsble progress. Those whe come to the top in
the ruthless powsr straggle that axists in the Soviet Union arve persons
to ba rackened with, In that "dog sat dog” system of power succession,
only men of force and ability and great rutblessness resch leadership
positions.

When the Soviet State determines to tackle a particular objective,
particularly in the fielé of military production or of scientific develop-
ment, and lays down the ground rules for the work to be done, Soviet
scientists and teckmicisns havs provsd to be surprisiagly efficient in
getting results.

It is high time we should disgbuse ourselves of the aotion that the
Sovist people are only good as chees players, as musicians, or in the
ballet, apart of coursd from thels dovsonstrated courags and tenacity
as soldiers when defesding thair own country. We have now had it
clenrly demonstrated {hat they have high ability in the field of atomic
enargy, slectronics asd in afrcraft design and coastruction. Here
snd in several other fiolds they have at times surprised the rest of
the world. _
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In my own work, 1{ind it far aafer to assume that in such
techuical tasks the trained Seviet citizen can do about what we can
do. Aad when we find certain areas ia the field of scienge and
production where we are really ahead of them, we can pyt that down
A8 3 happy plus -- but wo do net need to tell the Russians where this

L 3

The disturbing thing about the Soviet effort is that their scientific
and productive achievempents are almost sxclusively directed toward
daveloping engines of destruction for military purposes. We, on the
other hand, devote the major shara of our inventiveness and of our
production to improving. the way of lifa of the ordinary hyman being
by making better automgdiles, refrigerstors, television and the like.
Here, the Soviet are quite prepared to lot us do the picneering with
the idea that they can always copy our products and then, of course,
claim the credit for the invention.

As we review Sovief achisyamant in the field of science and
technology and nute the emaphasis tisoy are placing on gotting their
ablest young people into scientific work, we have no real basis for
complacency or for asspming an air of superiority. If we do, we
ars in for a sad awakenipg. Available statistics indicate that Soviet
advanced educational institutions azs now turning cut more graduates
in scientific fields than we are hera in the United States.

Soms of us may tend to get dis¢ouraged because aggresaive
totalitarianism has lasted #0 lang is the Sovist Union. Pessimists
tell un that under these gonditions as sew generations come along
they have no idea of the psaning of freedom since they have never
experisnced it. Hence therc is ne incontive to seek a change.

My axperience in my present work in the Central Intelligance
Agency refutes any such conclusion, ) have talked with many persons
who bave sought asylum in the Weet from the conditions of human
slavary that exist behind the Iron Curtain. I have had costact with
young peopls who have fled to {ree qountries and who had never known
any form of life except Comunuaist {otalitarisnism. Yet somebow
they still have a yearning for somaething bettar and experience a feul-
ing of basic revolt againet what thoy bad been taught and against the
manner of life they had been forced to live. Young Polish and Csech
fliers who brought their planes to frecdom ast ¢o long ago are good
examples of this. They snd many defactors from the USSR itself
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- have taught the Soviet and the Satellites that it is not safe to expose

their peoples to the breath of fresdam.

mmﬂm.mmmmsm‘:mmmq ’

; , * ] their
:ﬂim'y, their diplazatig; snd thelr secwrity service persomnel, some
of whom must come in touch with the free world t :
priivirargianed © carry cut their

At least here is one misconception about the Communist world of
V(h;ehm mdld;nbu”w minds: I we press forward with a
vigorous defense of the priaciples for which this country and the free
world atand, we ?wamu;& to fsaz that we are in a losing race
against the totalitarian way of life. For just as the Russian people
il# not inck normal ability in science and technology, nsither do they
lack & mormal love of freedem. And since dictatorship cannot abolish
this fact, this fact will scona dny abdlish the dictatorship.

May 13, 1955
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